Christ Above All

Studies in Hebrews

Introduction

God’s Son (1: 6:201-)

Christ’s work (7:1-10:18)

Our response (10:19-13:25)

Christ Above All

Studies in Hebrews
Introduction

Purpose of the letter

Author

Recipients

Date

Message

What God has said to us

What Christ has done for us
Relevance of letter

I The Princely Christ (1:1-3)

Introduction

Past

God spoke through the prophets (1)

Present

God speaks through Jesus who is:

Son (2)

Scion (2)

Source of creation (2)

Splendid (3)

Shaliach (3)

Sustainer (3)
Sacrifice – unique (3)

II Paramountcy – Jesus is “much superior” (1:4-14)

Introduction

Description of Jesus – He is Son (4-5)

Dignity – Jesus is far superior to all others (6)

Different – and yet – Jesus is unique – sui generis – divine/human (cf Jn 1:14)

Duty assigned (8a)

Death – “even death on a cross” (Phil 2:9) (8b-9)

Deeds – “in all his ways most wonderful” (10-12)

Duty done – “he sat down” (13a)

Destiny – “he is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty (Creed) (13b)

III Proclamation – the Gospel of Jesus (2:1-14)

Introduction

Aim of the gospel – salvation (cf Rom 1:16f) (2a

Announcement of the gospel – “by the Lord” = revelation – not discovery

Authority of the gospel – unique – no escape otherwise (3a)

Affirmation of the gospel – “signs, wonders etc” (4)

Alarm bells sounded – cf Gal 3:1ff) – and us! (4)

IV Jesus our Pioneer (2:5-13)

The man – humanity shared (6-9)

Disappointment for God – we are not what he intended us to be (cf Ps 8)

Distress – suffering – and identifies with us in our suffering (9)

Death – this comes to us all but for Jesus – “even death on a cross” (Phil 2:9)

The Mission – humanity transformed (10)
The mind of God

Mans destiny – “bring many sons to glory”

Maturity – achieved through suffering

Metamorphosis – the pioneer’s achievement (11-13 – esp 11b)

“changed from glory into glory ...”

V The Powerful Christ (2:14-18)

Liberation – pre-requisite for humanity (14-16)

Enemies – sin, death, devil

Liberator (17)

Perfect in every respect (as he needs to be)

Liberation – process (18)

Shatters fear

Shows mercy

Steadfast

Shares suffering

Supplies strength

VI Jesus our Plenipotentiary (3:1-6)

Introduction

Jesus’ work and us

The man – Jesus (1)

The mission – apostle/ambassador (1)

The means – he is a priest (1)

Jesus’ work and Moses

Moses signpost 

- Jesus subject to whom Moses points

Moses artisan 

- Jesus architect

Moses occupant 
- Jesus owner

Moses messenger 
- Jesus message

Moses loved God 
- Jesus is God

Jesus’ work and God (6)

NB Balance between

Promised security (God’s work), and

Perseverance (our work) ... but ...

VII The Persevering Christ (3:7-4:13)
Introduction

God’s word from the past – Admonition (3:7-11)

God’s word for the present – Appeal (3:12-19)

Accept the word

Believe the Word

Confess the Word

Duty to the Word

God’s Word in prospect – Assurance (4:1-13)

The Word of God (4:12)

The Will of God (4:13)

VIII The Great High Priest (4:14-5:10)

Introduction

The Conquering Priest (4:14)

Great

Human

Unique

The Compassionate Priest (4:15-5:3)

The Compliant Priest (5:48)

Appointment 
– by God

Appeal 

– to God

Awe 

– for God

Accordance 
– with God and His will

The Competent Priest (5@:9-10)

IX Pastoral Problems (5:11-6:8)

Introduction

Cloth ears (11-14)

 

implies ignorance and apathy
because of idleness (11)

therefore we become ineffective (12) and

irresponsible

Childishness confronted (5:1-3)

Antidote

Repentance

Faith

Baptism

Laying on of hands

Resurrection

Judgment

Challenge regarding falling away (6:4-8)

Apostate

Reviles God’s gifts (4-5)

Rejects God’s Sop (6)

Relinquishes blessings God has in store (7-8)

X Promise of better things (6:9-20)

Introduction

Consequences of salvation (9-10)

Commitment fulfilled (11-15)

Regarding Abraham (13)

And therefore us by implication

Confirmation given (16-20)

Out of God’s word/oath

Out of His nature (18)

Especially in the Son (19)

Conclusion

We must be generous in encouraging

We must be balance in preaching

We must be exemplary on living

